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The Environmental Education Alliance (EEA) is the backbone organization for environmental education and
outdoor learning in Georgia, providing support and resources to schools, non-profits and public agencies that
engage children and communities in learning about and caring for the environment.

Vision
EEA envisions a world where every child grows up connected to nature, knowledgeable about the environment,
motivated to protect the earth, and empowered to create a just and sustainable future.

Mission

The Environmental Education Alliance (EEA) works toward the vision of a just and sustainable future by advancing
excellence in environmental education and outdoor learning; fostering effective, equitable and inclusive teaching
practices; promoting research-based models, methods, and resources; advocating for investment in the
field; demonstrating the collective impact of environmental stewardship; and cultivating opportunities for
collaboration among schools and ee practitioners.

Theory of Change

Children cannot be expected to protect the planet before they have a chance to explore and connect with nature.
Research has shown that learning about the environment in a classroom setting during childhood does not
correlate to positive attitudes or protective behaviors about the environment in adulthood. In fact, studying
environmental problems can cause students to become distressed or disengaged. But educators can leverage the
power of outdoor learning to spark curiosity and involve children in exploring nature, conducting investigations
with real-world connections, and building problem-solving skills, in the process of teaching required standards.
Outdoor learning experiences make environmental education relevant and local, and provide benefits such as
increased engagement, academic gains, improved physical and mental health, and empowerment of children to
make a difference in the world. In addition, those who are least likely to persist in STEM learning — girls and children
of color - are more likely to choose STEM majors and careers after participating in student-directed projects where
they have the opportunity to solve authentic, local, environmental problems.

Strategic Goals

#1 Promote High Quality Environmental and Outdoor Learning Experiences

To drive excellence and spark innovation in the field; translate research into best practices; share exemplary
models, methods, and materials; support and increase the capacity of educators to engage children in nature
exploration, outdoor learning experiences, and environmental problem-solving.

a) Provide or promote professional learning to increase capacity of teachers and non-formal educators

b) Curate or create needed and effective teaching resources

c) Review research, evaluations, and educator feedback to identify and promote effective practices

d) Develop case studies, models and methods to spotlight effective and innovative examples

#2 Strengthen the Field of Environmental and Outdoor Learning
To make the case for outdoor learning; mobilize support; foster collaboration; and encourage investment

a) Advocate for funds, resources, and systems to support and sustain effective ee and outdoor learning
b) Facilitate collaboration, communication, and collective impact among ee practitioners and educators

#3 Foster Equitable Access
To ensure that every Georgia child has access to nature and is engaged in relevant, place-based, outdoor learning
experiences that result in affinity for, curiosity about, understanding of, and protection for the natural world

a) Identify needs and opportunities for outdoor learning in Georgia and provide tools to share this data
b) Advance equitable access to nature and outdoor learning opportunities for all Georgian children



