Acceptance Speech by Estela Romero on October 21, 2025, on receiving the
North American Pollinator Protection Campaign Pollinator Advocate Award
- Mexico

Canada, the United States, and México share one of the most extraordinary
phenomena in nature, the ancestral Great Migration of Monarch butterflies.

The distribution of the fir forest extensions where Monarchs overwinter in
central México seems to be remnants of a much larger ecosystem thriving at
very particular conditions of cool temperatures, high humidity, light angles,
protective canopy, altitude, latitude, and microclimate, making these
mountains a unique region in the world.

Thirty years ago, two US American Conservation Specialists, Elizabeth
Howard and Mary Hosier found out that in addition to the advanced
scientific research, it was vital to establish bonds of communication among
the young generations across our three hosting nations, so that they could
share and learn from each other how Monarchs impacted their communities
and families and their efforts to protect Monarchs’ habitat and their own
and unique natural surroundings.

Thirty years later, under the ongoing leadership of US American
Conservation Specialist Susan Meyers, Symbolic Migration and Journey
North continue to be the ONLY programs bringing education on conservation
to the heir generations who shall guard these unique ecosystems Monarchs
rely on into the future.

Doing this extraordinary labor all these years is for me the opportunity to
humbly receive and pass along this special recognition to the great Monarch
community in Canada, the United States and México, who have brought
Science, Governments, Conservation Organizations and Local Societies
together, building so, a whole source of AWE, PROUDNESS, IDENTITY,
FRIENDSHIP and SISTERSHIP in this Trinational effort on the protection of
unigue ecosystems and the fantastic phenomenon of Monarch Butterflies.



