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Background: 

Nuts - Nourish, new growth, evolution  

Bolts - Lightning, natural purge, adaptation 

Outdoors - Climate/weather, water, land, plants, animals, insects 

Classroom - Observe, record, track, study, analyze, impacts, patterns, trends, cycles 

Tools - Notes, calendars, pictures, charts, maps, measurements (rulers, scales, 

thermometers, graduated containers) 

 

Materials: 

3 x 5 Index Cards 

Colored Markers 

Hole Punch 

Colored Yarn, Ribbon or String 

Scissors 

 

Preparation: 

! Separate out 10 index cards for each student in the class 

! Punch hole in one corner of each index card 

! Cut one 8-inch long piece of string, ribbon or yarn for each student 

! Each student writes their initials or identifying symbol on blank side of each of their 

10 cards. 

! Students assemble their 10 cards into a pack by threading ribbon through hole in 

corner and tying with a bow or loose knot. (Students will need to be able to untie and 

separate cards later). 

 

Outdoor Observation: 

! Assign each student an area of the school grounds outside the classroom. 

! Emphasize that each student must stick to their designated area and work as 

individuals without conferring with each other. 

! Students will have five-to-ten minutes to walk around outdoors observing the 

climate/weather, watershed, land/ground/soil, plants, animals, and insects in their 

assigned areas, and recording what they encounter. 

! Instruct students to use only one or two words and record on the ruled side of each 

card a separate sight, sound, smell or sensation they encounter during their walk. 

! Request students to fill out all 10 of their cards with 10 different observations before 

returning to the classroom. 
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 Memory Game: 

! Once indoors students gather around a common table.  

! Students remove the ties from their card packets and place all 10 cards so that the 

words are face down on the table.  

! Students take turns turning over two cards. (Versions of this game allow uncovering 

more than two cards to allow for time, attention span, etc.) 

! If the words on both cards DO NOT describe the same observation, turn the cards 

back over and leave them on the table. 

! If the words on both cards DO describe the same observations, put the cards aside, 

face up in separate stacks. 

! Continue turning over cards in pairs (or more). 

! As identical observations turn up, set those cards aside, either in new stacks or with 

stacks of cards that are the same. 

! When no more similar/identical observations can be found, the game is over. 

 

Extended Activity: 

 

Track the identical observations that showed up in several areas of the grounds – 

! Identify the different areas (based on the student ID on top of cards). 

! Use Tools for Outdoor Classrooms to conduct more in-depth characterization of the 

Nuts & Bolts of those areas that have produced similar/identical observations. 

 

Track the observations that were unique to each area of the grounds –  

! Use Tools for Outdoor Classrooms to characterize make those areas special or 

different from the areas where duplicate observations were discovered. 
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Habitat Hunt 

name: __________________ 

 
DO NOT DISTURB the habitats!  This activity is meant to observe habitats, 

not disturb them!  Check off each item as you find it and write the answer. 

 

See if you can find: 

 

! Food that birds eat:__________________________________ 

! A place where worms might live:_________________________ 

! A sign that birds have been at the park:__________________ 

! Somewhere a spider might like to hang out:________________ 

! Something a snake eats:_______________________________ 

! Something that butterflies like:_________________________ 

! An insect habitat:____________________________________ 

! Where a mouse might hide:____________________________ 

! Something that makes a good home for a bird:_____________ 

! An insect:__________________________________________ 

! A snack for a squirrel:________________________________ 

! Something a bug eats:________________________________ 

! Where a squirrel might live:____________________________ 
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Station 1: the pond 
 

1. Dip in your net, see what you catch 
2. Look at pond life with magnifying glass 

 
Station 2: worms! 
 

1. Hold a worm in your hand: how does it feel?  How 
does it move? 

2. Notice: what is in the worm bin? 
 
Station 3: the stream  
 

1. Which direction is the stream flowing? 
2. What lives in the stream? 

 
Station 4: chickens 
 

1. How many chickens are there? 
2. Pick some weeds (anything green and plentiful) for 

them to eat—what do they like best? 
 
Station 5: vegetable gardens 
 

1. What kind of food is growing? 
2. What can you plant now? 

 
Station 6: the bog  
 

1. What kind of plants live here? 
2. What do they eat? (hint: what lives in the white box by 

the fence behind the bog?) 
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Where Does Our Food Come From? 
 

Treasure Hunt, Oakhurst Community Garden 

 

See if you can find the following: 

 
! an ingredient for ketchup  
 
! an ingredient for tortilla chips 
 
! herbs for tomato sauce 
 
! what pickles are made out of 
 
! sunflower seeds 
 
! any kind of bean 
 
! an ingredient for gumbo 
 
! where eggs come from 
 
! where there might be honey 
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All Girls Green Team 2007 

Oakhurst Community Garden Scavenger Hunt! 

 
 

! Find the worm bins; get a worm and feed it to the chickens 

 

! What container do the worms live in? 

 

! How many chickens are there? 

 

 

! Find the turtle habitat (hint: look for a short fence with a 

water dish in it).  How many turtles are there? 

 

 

! How many beehives are there? 

 

! As a team, choose your favorite place in the garden, explain 

why you like it: 

 

 

! Find 2 places where fish live  

1. 

2. 

 

! Name 3 different things in the compost pile.   

1.  

2. 

3. 

 

! Name 4 things you can eat growing in the gardens 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 
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Oakhurst Community Garden Fall Scavenger Hunt! 
 

1. Collect fallen leaves to match the ones on the back of this paper 

2. Find a plant that grows in the water and draw it here: 

                             

3. collect a seed from a tree 

4. collect a seed from a plant 

5. Find a plant that eats animals (hint: look for a round garden near the bees).  What kind 

of animals could it eat? 

_________________________________________________________ 

6.  Find the worm bins (hint: look by the compost piles, close to the stream.  There are 

two of them).  Dig out a worm and feed it to the chickens or the turtles.  
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