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We are excited to welcome you to a day of professional development ~ Tuesday, October 15
and networking. Thank you for attending the 2024 Outdoor 8:30-9:00 Registration Open
Learning Symposium! 9:00-9:15  Opening Remarks

Today’s presenters bring a diverse array of sessions for you to choose Morning 2-hour Sessions

from. We are especially grateful for having local experts donating 9:20-11:15

their time to bring these opportunities to you today. A special ~ Morning 1-hour Sessions
feature of the OLS program is the Georgia Forestry Commission 9:20-10:15 Session 1
Tract, which is noted with a tree in the session descriptions. 10:20 - 11:15 Session 2
Participants are welcome to attend any or all of these GFC tract 11:20-12:15 Session 3
sessions, or mix and match to attend any session you wish. Lunch Break

12:15-1:15 In the Auditorium
12:30-1:00 Keynote
Afternoon 2-hour Sessions
1:15-3:15
Land Acknowledgement Afternoon 1-hour Sessions
1:15-2:15 Session1
2:20-3:15 Session 2

forced off of their land in the 1830s and marched the infamous Trail of CoOL Schoolyards, Prizes
Tears. Today, Georgia remains home to the Lower Muscogee Creek Tribe & Closing Remarks

and Georgia Tribe of Eastern Cherokee. We also know that this land was 3:20- 4:00 In the Auditorium
occupied by enslavers and worked by enslaved peoples; and Atlanta

Thank you for engaging in outdoor education, and we hope you
find inspiration at today’s symposium.

Georgia Tech is built on the ancestral lands of the Muscogee Creek
Confederacy, and the Cherokee Nation held land nearby. Both tribes were

would not exist today without their labor. While this is an incomplete Use this QR
account, it is important to acknowledge the complex and layered history Code to access
of the land. the OLS Website

This program made possible, in part, by the Georgia Forestry Commission’s
Urban & Community Forestry Program with IRA funding from the USDA Forest

Service. These institutions are equal opportunity providers.




of Outdoor Learning is proud to provide a safe environmen
that values and promotes diversity, equity and inclusion. Thank you for

engaging today, and every day, to create a respectful environment for all.

Opening Remarks: Join us at 9:00 in Auditorium

Michael Kahle, Council of Outdoor Learning

Environmental \ Stefan Moss, Georgia Environmental Education Alliance of Georgia
E‘,’,}'g,fgg’“, % Darryl Haddock, West Atlanta Watershed Alliance

of Georgia Brendon Barclay, National Wildlife Federation

Jerry Hightower, National Park Service

Brooke Vacovsky, Senior Facilities Manager, Georgia Institute of Technology

Keynote Speaker: Audrey Peterman

Audrey Peterman is President and Co-founder of Earthwise Productions, Inc., an
environmental consulting and publishing firm focused on connecting the public
lands system and the American public. Since 1995, Earthwise has generated
multiple stories in media ranging from the African American-focused National
Newspaper Publishers Association and the Tom Joyner Morning Show to
Audubon magazine and MSNBC’s Weekends with Alex Witt.

Audrey serves on the board of the National Parks Conservation Association, the
Association of Partners for Public Lands, and the National Parks Promotion Council. She is co-author
with her husband Frank of Legacy on the Land: A Black Couple Discovers Our National Inheritance
and Tells Why Every American Should Care, and the travel guide, Our True Nature: Finding a Zest for
Life in the National Park System!

She is the recipient of the 2013 Apex Distinguished Service Award from Black Meetings and Tourism
magazine; the Environmental Hero Award from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
2000; the Marjory Stoneman Douglas Outstanding Citizen Conservationist Award from the National
Parks Conservation Association, 1997; and the George Barley Leadership Award from the forty-
member Everglades Coalition, 1999.

~ _ Welcome to The Kendeda Building for Innovative Sustainable Design, the first building
i in Georgia and 28th in the world to earn Living Building Challenge (LBC) certification,
- the world’s most ambitious and holistic green building achievement. The mission of this
multi-disciplinary classroom building is to prove that we can design, construct, and operate
regenerative buildings in our region. Kendeda Building staff engage with community,
business, and elected leaders to change the paradigm from buildings that are “less bad” to
buildings that give back more than they take.

Lunch 12 15- 1 15 in the auditorium

Lunch will be available for registered participants in the auditorium starting at 12:15. Lunch
includes one sandwich, chips, pickle spear, one side salad, one dessert item, and one drink.

‘05 ‘ ' B«m Bs B

-\-\-
Be sure to RECYCLE and COMPOST!
See how easy it is to separate recyclables,
compostables and landfillers! Be sure to take a
close look at the Kendeda Building’s methods for
reducing waste, they could benefit your school too!




ession Descriptions

Hands-on Projects and Activities for the Outdoors
Kerstin Davis Wildwood Nature Academy
9:20-11:15 Meets in Auditorium

Try your hand at various hands-on projects and activities for use in the outdoors for ages 2-18! Kerstin runs a
very large outdoor experiential program where she focuses on learning various educational subjects completely
outdoors. This includes children ages 2-18. Kerstin will help attendees through various activities that they can try
in their own settings.

Nature Journaling for Enhanced Learning

Jerry Hightower National Park Service, Chattahoochee National Recreation Area
Penny Hightower National Park Service, Chattahoochee National Recreation Area
9:20-11:15 Meets in Room 230

Join naturalists and environmental educators Jerry and Penny Hightower for a journey into the important ways
that journaling can make a positive impact on students learning and improve observational skills. Developed
observational skills can benefit a person in many disciplines and can increase their enjoyment of nature. Keeping
a nature journal is a doorway into a lifetime of improved writing and observational skills, enhanced enjoyment
of discovery and learning in the outdoors, and can foster an increased outdoor ethic of stewardship. Participants
will learn about selected historic nature journals, making journals; suggested materials and journaling kits; tips,
techniques, and strategies for successful journaling in every season; and will engage in fun journaling exercises
outdoors. Participants will finish with the confidence that journaling will work successfully for them.

Problem Solving for Climate and Justice in your Schools with the Green Heart STEM Challenge
Facilitated by Captain Planet Foundation Staff Captain Planet Foundation
9:20-10:15 Meets in Room 210

The Green Heart STEM Challenge for Environmental Justice is a three-month long activation for teams of 2-5
students in middle school to explore and identify environmental justice challenges in their communities. Over
the course of GHSC, student teams use a human-centered approach to design feasible solutions. The theme

for the challenge in 2025 will be focused on WIND. This Challenge is organized and facilitated by the Captain
Planet Foundation with support from Accenture, Jonas Philanthropy, and the US EPA Office of Environmental
Justice. What sets this challenge apart is its emphasis on Justice and Action. The Challenge makes a clear-

eyed examination of the social institutions that have created disparities over time, how different communities
and populations are disproportionately impacted by environmental problems like improper waste disposal or
exposure to toxic waste and a focus on designing solutions that specifically seek to reconcile these injustices.
For many educators and young people, this Challenge offers a unique structured opportunity to address the
root causes of these injustices -- actively constructing environmental justice -- and creating future leaders for an
environmentally sustainable and just world.

Sensory Gardens are GOLDen!
Dwanese Dunn McGarity Elementary School
10:20-11:15 Meets in Room 210

In this session, participants will learn the steps from planning to opening a Sensory Garden, helping students
create gardens for other students. The steps will include choosing the student populations the garden will be
designed by and designed for, as well as community partners to assist with garden supplies, work, choosing
plants, and garden design. While these gardens can be for any students, it can be specially designed to meet the
needs of students with differing abilities.



ession Descriptions

Monarchs Across Georgia’s Pollinator Habitat Certification Made Easy!
Trecia E. Neal Monarchs Across Georgia

dr deb rosenstein Monarchs Across Georgia

10:20-11:15 Meets in Auditorium

We will begin with the discussion of the basic requirements for MAG’s PHC and explanations of why these
components are necessary for certification. We will also discuss educational ways to incorporate these elements
into school gardens so that they can be interactive for the students. We will explore the available gardens to find
examples of all components and discuss advantages and disadvantages of various species in school gardens and
strategies for incorporation into lessons. We will end with a question and answer session.

Al Edward Morrow Edward The Arborist, LLC
1 11:20-12:15 Meets in Auditorium

Learn the mission of Tree S.T.A.R.S. and how an outdoor-adventure series is paving the way to inspire the next
generation of young arborists and environmental educators, App developers, and social media influencers.
Where are the aspiring arborists and environmental experts!? Let’s face it, we can live without technology, but
trees--we need them. Learn how Edward Morrow combines his background as an arborist, accountant, and
author to develop engaging urban forestry programing and craft stories designed to inspire the next generation
of arborist and environmental experts. Edward will share his experiences from collaborating with youth
programming from 4-H to The University of Tennessee, and his process for engaging students and making
arboriculture awesome.

@) Tree S.T.A.R.S: Arborist Career Development for The Next Generation

Clyde the Pig Teaches the Class

Erin Pringle Henry County Schools: Unity Grove Elementary
Clyde A Mini Pot-bellied Pig

11:20-12:15 Meets in Seminar Room

No budget for an Elem Ag teacher? In a cluster that prioritizes service learning and student passions, Unity
Grove Elementary strives to provide opportunities that students might not typically experience. Learn how we
thought outside of the box to have high schoolers and campus pets take on the role of AgEd instructors, and join
Clyde the Pig in a sample lesson!

Mindful Experiences in Nature
Penny Hightower National Park Service
11:20-12:15 Meets in Room 230

Discover the importance of mindfulness in your outdoor teaching with exercises in light stretching/ breathing
followed by slowly walking paths connecting with nature, some Qi gong (similar to Tai Chi) to deepen our
relaxation and connections to nature and ourselves. Thinking about our connection to nature and feeling our
connection to nature are two very different things. As Environmental Education teachers, it is important for us to
teach students the science of the web of life. You will be provided with a lesson plan which will list the activities
that we do. Lastly, we will sit or lie down (your choice) and have a deep meditation with the earth, the sky, and all
of nature surrounding us. We will have a limited number of mats.



session Descriptions

LUNCH BREAK 12:15-1:15 in the Auditorium

Keynote Speaker: Audrey Peterman
During Lunch 12:30-1:00 In the Auditorium

Audrey is an author, naturalist and national park explorer who brings attention to the historic role of Black
Americans in building our national park system and the importance of dismantling barriers so everyone
can experience national parks as part of our heritage and legacy. Author of the travel guide, “Our True
Nature: Finding a Zest for Life in the National Park System,” and Co-author of “Legacy On the Land: A
Black Couple Discovers Our National Inheritance and Tells Why Every American Should Care.” The book is
a guide for others to discover their own heritage in some of the most spectacularly beautiful, natural tourist
destinations in our country.

Who Left That?! Animal Trace Investigators
Sarah Dunn Cobb County Water System
Julie Knobbe Cobb County Water System
1:15-3:15 Meets in Room 230

Welcome to the secretive life of mammals. Most mammals avoid detection by using camouflage and being

active when humans aren’t around. This means that people studying them must be creative to find them.
Wildlife biologists use animal tracks and scat to learn about an area’s species diversity, measure approximate
population sizes of mammals, and make inferences about their behavior. In this lesson, you will learn how to
create imitation scat for various species and how to place it for the classroom activity. Then, using the activity
you helped set up, you will practice identifying animals by their tracks and scats to estimate species diversity and
illustrate energy flow through a food web.

Jane Goodall’s Roots & Shoots: Creating Compassionate Community Projects
Angelle Cooper Jane Goodall Institute/Roots & Shoots
1:15-3:15 Meets in Room 210

Learn about the Jane Goodall Institute’s Roots & Shoots Model which focuses on best-practices in Service
Learning and aims to grow compassion and action in young changemakers. Get to know the 4-Step Roots &
Shoots Formula for identifying and completing a service project. The workshop will include an overview of the
Roots & Shoots Program and its 4-step formula. Participants will take a deep dive into community mapping - one
of the 4 steps - and will learn how to use this tool to identify problems and opportunities in their communities.
Empower young people and the young at heart to make a difference by becoming a part of the Roots and Shoots
movement!

Focus Group on Outdoor Learning Challenges for K-12 Teachers - A Panel Discussion
Reagan Biwott Metro RESA

Darryl Haddock West Atlanta Watershed Alliance

1:15-2:15 Meets in Auditorium

A year ago, EEA surveyed K-12 teachers and administrators to learn more about the state of outdoor learning
in Georgia. The results were enlightening - but lacked the number and geographic distribution of responses
needed to be reliable. Join this focus group to share your insights and experience, if you are a K-12 teacher or
administrator. (Note: EEA previously surveyed non-formal educators and continues to offer a written survey
for EE provider organizations - but this particular OLS session is intended for K-12 school or district staff and
retirees.

Continue to the next page for more session descriptions



Session Descriptions

GOLD Grant Project Showcase - A Panel Discussion
", Jamal Hafza Henry County Schools
2:20-3:15 Meets in Auditorium

Learn about exciting, replicable outdoor learning projects from GOLD Grant recipients. A panel of GOLD Grant
recipients will share highlights of their projects, including costs, student benefits, and environmental impacts.
GOLD Grants can fund professional learning, schoolyard improvements, field trips, or supplies for student
investigations. All projects benefit public school students, but applicants can include schools, districts, non-profit
organizations, or public agencies.

Closing Session with Door Prizes in the Auditorium

‘CoOL Schoolyard” Launch
g) Brendon Barclay National Wildlife Federation
*/3:20-4:00 Meets in Auditorium

o

Join us for the launch of the exciting state-wide CoOL Schoolyards program. Learn how schools can earn

points and gain recognition for demonstrating best practices in outdoor learning, and how Environmental
Education providers can propose programs and projects for students to complete. The CoOL Schoolyards
initiative is intended to connect schools and EE providers through student projects and offer research-informed
opportunities for expanding high-quality outdoor learning experiences. EE providers gain a chance to introduce
schools to their programs and schools gain experience demonstrating best practices in outdoor learning.

Meet the Author, Book Signing

Dr. Bill Witherspoon

Ride along with geologists Pamela Gore and Bill Witherspoon on this extraordinary
tour of the Peach State’s varied terrain. In 35 detailed and densely illustrated road
guides, the Roadside Geology of Georgia examines Georgia’s fascinating geology
and reveals the stories that lie beneath the surface.

You'll be amazed at Georgia’s geological diversity, from its shifting barrier islands
along the coast to the sandstone ridges in its northwest corner. At the Cumberland
Island National Seashore you'll find the ruins of Dungeness, the once-magnificent
Carnegie estate built of local mineral resources, and encounter wild horses grazing
among windswept dunes. In Atlanta, the white whaleback of granite called Stone
Pustees 1. W, Gam axn Mountain will impress you with its protruding “cat’s paw” minerals and stony
WELL L WET RN . . .
layers that are sloughing off like the layers of an onion.

With its engaging prose and 250-plus color photos, maps, and figures, Roadside Geology of Georgia takes you
beyond the rocks to unearth the billion-year history of the Empire State of the South.

For a full description, visit georgiarocks.us
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Advanced Training for
Environmental Education
in Georgia

Be sure to stop by the recycled materials table in the auditorium, where you can find an item to
take with a suggested donation amount. All donations go to GA EEA for training, scholarships,
and materials. Thank you for your support! Thanks to all who donated these items!



Schedule at a Glance

The Auditorium is on the main level opposite of the main entrance doors
Rooms 210, 230, Roof Garden and Seminar Room are located upstairs

Foyer East is on the main level near the main entrance doors
Sessions with an asterisk* indicates the Georgia Forestry Commission Tract

Auditorium

Room 210

Room 230

Special Spaces

8:30 - 9:00

Check-In
Networking

9:00 -9:15

Welcome to OLS
Opening Remarks

9:20-10:15

Hands-on Projects
& Activities for the
Outdoors

2-hour session:
Starts indoors, ends
outdoors at 11:15

Problem Solving for
Climate and Justice
in your Schools with
the Green Heart
STEM Challenge

10:20-11:15

Monarchs Across
Georgia Pollinator
Habitat
Certification Made
Easy!

Sensory Gardens are
GOLDen!

Nature Journaling
Journey for
Enhanced Learning

11:20-12:15

*Tree S.T.A.R.S.
Arborist Career
Development for the
Next Generation

Mindful Experiences
in Nature

Clyde the Pig Teaches
the Class

Meet in Seminar Room

12:15-1:15

12:15 Grab Lunch in the Auditorium

12:30-1:00 Keynote with Audrey Peterman in Auditorium

1:15-2:15

*Focus Group on
Outdoor Learning
Challenges for K-12
Educators

2:20-3:15

*GOLD Grant
Project Showcase

Jane Goodall’s Roots
and Shoots: Creating
Compassionate

Community Projects

Who Left That?!
Animal Trace
Investigators

3:20-4:00

*“CoOL Schoolyard” State-wide Program Launch

Door Prize Giveaways
Closing Remarks

Environmental
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Alliance — X
of Georgia




